Dear Customer,

As part of our ongoing process of product improvement Metal Technology are introducing a new 250mm EPDM cill seal HR50440 and reciprocal cill seal holder extrusion HR50207 to complement our System 17 and 17-65 curtain walling suites. The new HR50440 EPDM is a thinner gauge than our existing HR50203 EPDM cill seal and as a result is lighter, easier to work with on site, more malleable and therefore easier to manipulate and bond to adjacent membranes and the structure. 

In addition to the new 250mm HR50440 EPDM cill seal we are also introducing a new 300mm fire rated cill seal HR50441 which is also compatible with the HR50207 cill seal holder extrusion. The HR50440 membrane has been tested in accordance with EN 13501-1 and achieved class B-s3,d0 fire rating. 

These new seals will replace the existing HR50203 258mm EPDM cill and its reciprocal cill seal holder extrusion HR50176 with immediate effect. 

These new additions come in light of the government’s ban on combustible materials in the external walls of high-rise buildings (i.e. greater than 18m above ground level), which came into force as of the 21st December 2018, and has been implemented by amending Regulation 7 of the Building Regulations. This amended Regulation 7 also contained a number of important exclusions, including “seals, gaskets, fixings, sealant and backer rods”.  However there has been some confusion with regard to the term ‘membranes’ within Regulation 7, and at what point a seal, which is exempt, is considered to be a membrane, which is required to be Class B-s3, d0 fire rated in accordance with EN 13501-1. This query has been addressed by the CWCT, in conjunction with the Society of Façade Engineers, in their joint publication “The Build (Amendment) Regulations 2018, regulation 7(2), Regulation 7(3) and Requirement B4 – Technical guidance for interpretation in relation to the external walls and specified attachments of relevant buildings in England”. I have included/attached/created a link below to an extract from this document which specifically covers the use of seals/membranes fitted at the base of a curtain walling screen. 

In summary Metal Technology can now offer compliant solutions for all applications as follows:

· Our new 250mm EPDM cill seal HR50440 with cill seal holder extrusion HR50207 for all applications 
· Our new 300mm Class B-s3, d0 fire rated cill seal HR50441 with cill seal holder extrusion HR50207 for all applications

The System 17 and 17-65 technical manuals incorporating these new additions will be updated shortly in conjunction with our LogiKal software 
 


